
What are child soldiers? 

“...any person below 18 years of age who is or who has been recruited or used by an armed force or 
armed group in any capacity, including but not limited to children, boys and girls, used as fighters, 
cooks, porters, messengers, spies or for sexual purposes... It does not only refer to a child who is 
taking or has taken a direct part in hostilities.” - UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (the 
boothers should all understand this definition). 
 
Palestinian Child Soldiers 
 

- Palestinian children are systematically abused by their leadership which indoctrinates them 
into living a life of violence. 

- This indoctrination, and often outright coercion, occurs in all sectors of society, whether in 
schools, on television, or at home. 
 

Why we need to talk about this: 
 

- While many people are aware of the child soldier issues that’s plaguing places like Africa, not 
enough noise is being made about how the same horrific phenomenon happens every day in 
the Palestinian Territories. 

- This injustice cannot continue to go unnoticed.  
 
It’s not just guns and ammo 
 

- Knives and rock throwing are also commonly used tools of war forced upon children.  
- Children are used to build dangerous infrastructure, including terror-tunnels, which often 

cave-in and kill the innocent children inside.  
- They are used as human shields for terrorist organizations like Hamas and Palestinian 

Islamic Jihad, being placed next to missile laucnhing silos and ammunition storage facilities. 
- Often, these terrorist organizations hide their weapons of war in schools and kindergartens, 

hiding behind the children inside.  
- It’s a culture of violence instilled into children from near-infancy; they are born into violence, 

and raised in violence.  
 

The injustice doesn’t end when they take off the uniform 
 

- It’s important to remember that If the children are “lucky” enough to survive their ordeals, 
they frequently exhibit severe psychological trauma, experience great difficulty adjusting to 
normal life, and never truly escape their trauma.  

- The evil people that recruit these child soldiers don’t simply rob them of their childhoods, 
they rob them of living a normal life altogether.  

 
What can we do to get involved in combating this evil? 
  



- Sign the open letters asking public leaders to condemn the practice by Palestinian to use 
children as soliders and war resources. 

- Visit the website to share our calls to action and materials 
- Plan your own rallies (you can use downloadable materials from the website) 
- Learn about the various organizations involved in saving and rehabilitating child soldiers. 
- Raise awareness of the issue to friends, family, colleagues, and representatives in 

government. 


